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Tech Case Law Update 2020

MONDAY 30 NOVEMBER, 10.00 - 11.20 AM GMT

A snapshot of cases relevant to drafting tech contracts and IP, data and cyber disputes 
in the tech sector. This session will equip you with tips to avoid the drafting pitfalls 
highlighted in recent cases, including the application of force majeure and material 
adverse event clauses to COVID, Brexit and other unexpected disruption, and update 
you on key issues for contentious IP, data and cyber issues in the tech sector, including 
tackling misuse of confidential information abroad, recent fines by the ICO and other 
European data regulators and developments in data-related claims.

Speakers: 

Paul Glass
Partner

David Halliday
Partner

Kathy Harford
Knowledge Lawyer

James Parker
Senior Associate

Developments in Online Retail

MONDAY 30 NOVEMBER, 2.00 - 2.45 PM GMT

This session will be a roundup of recent developments in the e-commerce  
retail space including:

 Platform To Business Regulation - headline points on what this means for platform 
providers and those who sell their products through third party platforms.

 Forthcoming EU changes to online consumer law - and what this means for 
businesses selling in the UK

 Highlights from two recent ECJ cases on the Consumer Rights Directive
 Our thoughts on effective brand protection strategies in light of the increasing shift 

to online retail sales

Speakers: 

Helen Brown
Partner

Julia Dickenson
Of Counsel 

Julia Hemmings
Partner

Technology Deal-Doing - Is Every Company Now a ‘Tech’ Company?

MONDAY 30 NOVEMBER, 4.00 - 4.45 PM GMT

We’ll be hosting a panel discussion with our corporate team to discuss the rise  
of technology focused deals, what we are seeing in M&A space in terms of technology 
deal-doing and take a look at what 2021 might hold. We’ll also be looking at the practical 
side of transactions sharing our experience and how to make your deals a success.

Speakers: 

Michelle Blunt
Partner 

Adam Eastell 
Partner

David Hart
Partner

Will Holder
Partner
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Digital Regulation Reaches Base Camp

TUESDAY 1 DECEMBER, 11.00 - 11.45 AM GMT

Digital services have been in the crosshairs of regulators around the world for a long 
time. The EU’s draft Digital Services Act represents the culmination of that regulatory 
energy, and it will have profound impacts on all players in the digital space. As 
governments, services, and journalists gear up to debate the shape of what the DSA 
should look like – in order to protect online users and businesses, as well as ensure 
innovation and fundamental rights aren’t affected, we articulate and explore where the 
key battle lines will be and why they are so important.

Speakers: 

Ben Allgrove
Partner

Julia Dickenson
Of Counsel

John Groom
Senior Associate

What does Brexit mean for Tech?

TUESDAY 1 DECEMBER, 2.00 - 2.45 PM GMT

It isn’t over yet.

Whether or not the UK does a trade deal with the EU by 31 December, there is a lot that 
will change on 1 January.

We’ll keep you up to date on where we think the negotiations are heading, but you also 
need to know (and we will tell you):

 what happens to EU law as the transition period ends and the UK truly leaves the EU 
on January 1

 the particularly difficult legal issues important to contract lawyers, such as how 
contracts governed by the laws of the parts of the UK which may need enforcement 
in the remaining EU: what if anything should tech companies do if they use English 
law in the global or EU agreements?

 how will the transfer of personal data between the UK and the EU work in 2021?  
Is a deal in sight for mutual recognition of each other’s data protection laws?  
Do tech companies have to worry about EU-UK transfers if a trade deal is done 
(spoiler: almost certainly yes)?

 what can we expect in terms of regulatory divergence as we move past the end of 
the transition period?

Speakers: 

Alex Lumley 
Associate

Harry Small 
Senior Counsel

2020: Cybersecurity in a World of Digital Acceleration

TUESDAY 1 DECEMBER, 4.00 - 4.45 PM GMT

An insight into the practical and legal risks created by the increased pace of digital 
acceleration as a result of the world in 2020.

Speaker:

Paul Glass 
Partner

Additional speakers to be  
announced in due course
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Data Protection - Looking Back at 2020 and What to Look out for in 2021

WEDNESDAY 2 DECEMBER, 10.00 - 10.45 AM GMT

It’s been a busy year for data protection with major changes in the way businesses 
operate in response to COVID-19 as well as major legal decisions. We’ll be providing an 
overview of the key UK and EU data protection developments over the past 12 months 
and have a look at what to watch out for in 2021, including:

 recent enforcement action and trends;
 key guidance and areas of focus from data protection authorities;
 international data transfers in light of the Schrems II decision;
 impact of COVID-19 on regulatory responses;
 data protection implications of Brexit and the end of the Brexit transition period.

Speakers: 

Joanna de Fonseka 
Senior Associate

Ben Slinn 
Senior Associate

Julia Wilson 
Partner

Trust In Tech: The Importance of Diversity in Tech 
Partnering with the Society for Computers & Law

WEDNESDAY 2 DECEMBER, 12.00 - 1.00 PM GMT

There is continued focus in the tech sector on the importance of diversity to ensure  
that companies create products that work for users and do not create technology which 
discriminates or has biases baked in. In particular, in recent years we have seen intense 
scrutiny on ethics and the responsible design and development of AI. In this session,  
we will explore the diversity challenge in the tech sector and the role that lawyers can play 
in ensuring that D&I risks in tech projects can be identified and mitigated.

Speakers: 

Sarah Burnett
Founding Partner & Head of Technology 
Immersion and Market Insights at Emergence

Meera Doshi 
Legal Counsel at ThoughtWorks

Sue McLean 
Partner & SCL Trustee

Rory O’Keefe
Director of Legal Services UK at Accenture

Patricia Shaw 
CEO and Founder of Beyond Reach & SCL Trustee

FinTech: The Lifecycle of a Digital Product

WEDNESDAY 2 DECEMBER, 4.00 - 4.45 PM GMT

Digital transformation in the financial services sector continues to accelerate.  
Tech is driving new business models and banks and other FIs are continuing to create 
new digital platforms and products. Firms face the choice of competing or collaborating 
- using their own resources to explore cutting edge products and smarter use of data, 
or working with promising tech startups. But whether new products and services are 
created internally or in partnership, innovation in a heavily regulated sector comes with 
its own challenges. In this session we will walk through the typical lifecycle of a digital 
product, from identifying the opportunity through to deployment. We will consider 
some of the key legal, regulatory and contractual risks that you will need to carefully 
manage during each stage to ensure the project is set up for success.

Senior Associate
Ben Slinn

Ben Smith
Partner

Partner
Sue McLean

Speakers:

Partner
Mark Simpson

Senior Associate
Laura Philippou
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Export Compliance and Sanctions in the Tech Sector

THURSDAY 3 DECEMBER, 11.00 - 11. 45 AM GMT

There are a number of challenges which the tech industry has to face in this area. These 
include the fast pace of developments, with restrictions often imposed at short notice 
in line with geopolitical developments. Over the past year we have seen numerous 
additional sanctions and export controls being imposed of relevant to the tech sector, 
both from the US and globally. We are also increasingly seeing trade policies and 
restrictions conflict, leaving companies in a difficult position.

Then there is (isn’t there always..) Brexit. The UK now has its own stand-alone sanctions 
powers separate from the EU - and has used them. What is the direction of travel for 
the UK sanctions regime and what do tech companies need to do as the UK and the EU 
laws diverge?

All this means that sanctions and export control compliance programmes and procedures, 
including ongoing monitoring and due diligence, need to be stepped up. Some big tech 
players have had cases against them as a result of deficiencies in their screening processes. 
There has also been enhanced litigation and scrutiny on sanctions clauses in contracts. We 
will provide some hints and tips on this and on how the sanctions regimes in the EU, the 
UK and the US are adapting to new technology, such as the components of blockchain, 
which is of course increasing in importance to the financial technology sector.

Speakers: 

Harry Small 
Senior Counsel

Ben Smith 
Partner

Lise Test 
Counsel 

Hot in Healthcare: How Hot is Your Data?

THURSDAY 3 DECEMBER, 2.00 - 3.00 PM GMT

We will look into the legal hurdles and ethics of patient data by exploring how to build 
patient trust in digital health and by understanding the value of healthcare data and 
commercial models for data sharing.

 

 

 and Tech Innovation
Director of Research & Head of Digital 
Eleonora Harwich

Dr Joanne M. Hackett

at the UK BioIndustry Association
Director of External Affairs
Nicky Edwards

at Health Data Research UK
Public Advisory Board Member
Sarah Brooke

Senior Associate
Jaspreet Takhar

Speakers:
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Digital Tax Services – The Current State of Play and a Global Perspective on How to Respond

THURSDAY 3 DECEMBER, 4.00 - 4.45 PM GMT

Whilst international consensus at OECD level remains in the balance, the ever-growing 
number of unilateral digital services taxes throw up complex issues and challenges for 
global companies. Our experts will bring you up to date on the current state of play and 
will share their practical experiences of how companies are responding. They will also 
provide their perspective on the wider implications for US trade relationships with Europe.

20:20 Vision – An Overview of Technology & Competition in 2020 – The Great Techlash?

FRIDAY 4 DECEMBER, 9.30 - 10.15 AM GMT

Please join us to hear about the latest developments in competition law and what 
it means for the technology sector. In 2019 we saw numerous reports published by 
regulators around the world on digital competition. In 2020 we are now starting to see 
the results of these reports with new investigations, new merger control policies and 
new legislation - including the European Commission’s Digital Markets Act which is due 
to be published on 2 December 2020. We will discuss what these latest developments 
mean and the key issues to be aware of. We will also attempt to connect the dots 
through the myriad of competition investigations and regulations that are being 
introduced and provide guidance as to what 2021 may look like.

Speakers: 

Robbie Downing
Consultant 

Paul Johnson
Partner

Digital Transformation Client Panel - What Role do Lawyers Play and How to Avoid the Pitfalls?

FRIDAY 4 DECEMBER, 2.00 - 3.00 PM GMT

We have seen digital transformation becoming more and more prevalent over the last 
few years, which is a trend that has only accelerated this year with COVID-19. As lawyers, 
we have a key role to play to ensure that the business benefits of digital transformation 
are achieved and that any regulatory issues are identified and safely navigated. This 
panel will bring together customers and suppliers to discuss what digital transformation 
we are seeing in the market, how best to approach the key legal issues and how to 
avoid the pitfalls.

Senior Associate
Charlotte Harrington  

Principal
Robin Chesler 

Partner
Ariane Calloud

Partner
Maria Antonia Azpeitia

Partner
Kate Alexander

Speakers:

Partner
Steve Holmes

Speakers:

Head of Digital Legal, Europe & UK at HSBC
Chris James

Partner
Sue McLean

Panelists to be announced in due course
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