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By Curtis Auch and Michael Solowan

On March 26, 2020, the Meeting Procedures (COVID-19 Suppression) Regulation, Alta Reg 50/2020 was approved by 
way of Order in Council. In light of the present COVID-19 public health emergency, and in accordance with other 
social distancing measures already put in place by the Government of Alberta, this Regulation is designed to allow for 
meetings and hearings under the Municipal Government Act (the “MGA”) to be held in a manner that avoids exposing 
persons to COVID-19 (Regulation, s. 2).

This article and the information herein is current as of April 7, 2020. However, the situation is rapidly changing; 
therefore, before relying on this article please confirm whether any additional amendments have been made by the 
Province.

General Effect
Pursuant to this new Regulation, meetings (which includes hearings) may be held electronically, such as by teleconference 
or a live-streamed broadcast. This allowance is wide-ranging, applying to councils (defined to include committees of 
council), boards (defined to mean an assessment review board, the Municipal Government Board, a subdivision and 
development appeal board, a growth management board, or any panel of these), and commissions (defined to mean 
a regional services commission or a municipal planning commission).

However, a meeting may only be validly held by electronic means if certain conditions are met (Regulation, s. 3(1)). 
Specifically, the Regulation provides that where a council, board, or commission is required to hold a meeting in public, 
that requirement is deemed to have been complied with by holding the meeting by electronic means, provided that:

a. members of the public are able to hear the meeting as it occurs;

b. any members of the public who would be entitled to make submissions at the meeting if it were being held in 
person are able, before and during the meeting, to make submissions by email or any other method that the 
council, board or commission considers appropriate; and

c. the following persons attend the meeting by electronic means:

i. in the case of a meeting of a council, the chief administrative officer or a designated officer;

ii. in the case of a meeting of a commission, growth management board or subdivision and development 
appeal board, the chair or vice-chair;

iii. in the case of a meeting of an assessment review board or the Municipal Government Board, the presiding 
officer (Regulation, s. 3(1)(a)-(c)).

Further, for an electronic meeting held pursuant to this Regulation, if the MGA requires that notice of the meeting 
be given to the public, the notice must state the electronic means by which the meeting is to be held and give the 
information necessary for the public to access the meeting (Regulation, s. 3(2)).
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Specific Details for Municipal Councils and Council Committees

With respect to municipal council meetings and council committee meetings in particular, the Regulation also provides 
that, as long as the above requirements in ss. 3(1) and 3(2) are followed:

• the electronic meeting can still be closed to the public by restricting or suspending electronic access (Regulation, 
s. 3(3)(a));

• the meeting is deemed to be conducted in public (Regulation, s. 3(3)(b));

• certain of the normal requirements for electronic council meetings in s. 199(1)(b)-(c) of the MGA do not apply 
(Regulation, s. 3(3)(c));

• council is deemed to have met its obligation to hear people under s. 230(4) of the MGA (Regulation, s. 3(3)(d));

• the submissions received at the electronic hearing are deemed to be the representations under s. 230(5) of 
the MGA (Regulation, s. 3(3)(e)); and

• the advertising requirements in s. 606(6) of the MGA that require notice of the “address” and “place where 
it will be held” are construed to mean a website address, telephone number, or other information identifying 
where the meeting can be accessed electronically (Regulation, s. 3(3)(f)).

Points Specific for Regional Services Commissions and Growth Management Boards

For meetings of regional services commissions and growth management boards specifically, the Regulation also 
provides that, as long as the requirements in ss. 3(1) and 3(2) are satisfied, 

• their electronic meetings can still be closed to the public by restricting or suspending electronic access 
(Regulation, s. 3(4)(a)-(b)); and

• if this is done, the members of the public whose access is restricted are deemed to be “present outside the 
meeting room” for the purposes of the meeting requirements found in ss. 602.08(5) and 708.041(6) of the 
MGA (Regulation, s. 3(5)(a)-(b)).

Additional Provisions

Besides allowing a wide range of meetings/hearings to be heard electronically, the Regulation also provides for some 
additional changes which appear designed to provide further flexibility during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

First, the Regulation grants some additional flexibility with respect to MGA requirements to make information available 
to the public, or available for public inspection. Any such requirement of a council, board, or commission (as defined) 
is now deemed to have been complied with, provided that the council, board or commission makes the information 
available electronically on their website, or any other website where they consider that the information is likely to be 
easily found by the public (Regulation, s. 4(a)). If requested to do so by a person, this requirement can also be satisfied 
by sending the information to the person by email, mail, or fax (Regulation, s. 4(b)).
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Next, the Regulation allows an arbitration hearing arising from a dispute in relation to an intermunicipal collaboration 
framework to be held by electronic means as well, including by a live, publicly streamed broadcast, provided that 
members of the public are able to hear the meeting as it occurs (Regulation, s. 5(1)). An arbitration hearing held this 
way, as long as it complies with s. 5(1), is deemed to be open to the public per the requirement in s. 708.36(5) of the 
MGA (Regulation, s. 5(2)).

Finally, the Regulation offers some flexibility to councils, boards, and commissions with respect to quorum. If a council, 
board, or commission is unable to reach quorum because one or more of its members are in quarantine (including self-
isolation and self-quarantine resulting from COVID-19 or COVID-19 recommendations), then as long as there are 2 or 
more remaining members not in quarantine, quorum is constituted by those members (Regulation, s. 6).

Questions?
Should you have any questions with respect to this bulletin, or if you would like more detailed information, please 
contact the following member of the Brownlee LLP Municipal Law Team:

Michael Solowan

780-497-4893
msolowan@brownleelaw.com
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